
  

Important 
Dates 

February 18-22 
- Winter Recess 
- school closed 

March 8 -  Cultural 
Night, 6-8:30 pm 

March 22 
- Parent/Teacher 
Day Conferences, 
Early Dismissal, 
10:45 am 

March 28 
- Parent/Teacher 
Day Conferences, 
Early Dismissal, 
10:45 am & Evening 
Conferences, 5-8 
pm 

March 29 -  PTA 
Family Fun Night, 6-
8 pm   

***** 
 

CET Newsletter February 15, 2019 

http://www.chufsd.org/schools/carrie_e_tompkins_es 

Message from the Principal, Mrs. Kelly Maloney 

Dear CET Families, 

Happy 100th Day of School!  Our younger students had a fun time 
counting, sorting, and building to reinforce the concept of one 
hundred.  Leading up to the 100th day, the Carlucci kids were given 100 
plastic cups and 100 popsicle sticks to do whatever they wanted! They 
built some pretty amazing structures!  The Liss kids brainstormed things 
that they would want 100 of and things that they would NOT want 100 of! 
Their list included wanting 100 dollars, 100 video games (not surprising!), 
100 unicorns (not surprising!), 100 books (yeah!) and 100 teachers (yeah!). 
They would NOT want 100 dragons, crocodiles, or slimy slugs! Me 
either!  They then selected one of their ideas and wrote three reasons why 
they would want or not want a given “thing”.  What a great way to reinforce 
opinion writing!  Check out #CETelementary on Twitter to see some of the 
100 day activities. 

Under the direction of our music teacher, Ms. Peters, our third-grade 
students put on a beautiful concert today, “Around the World with CET: 
Asia”.  The concert began with “It’s a Small World” and ended with “Big 
World Small World”, a song that brought many of us to tears.  Students 
had a voice in determining which countries to highlight in this concert. 
Working in collaborative groups, students researched the culture of their 
given country and put together a visual display (a paper doll). Additionally, 
they learned a song and dance that represented the country they 
researched.  Ms. Carr’s third-graders performed the Dragon Dance!  The 
concert highlighted our third-grade string students who played along to the 
Chinese folk song, “Ai Hai Yo”.  The third grade Social Studies theme of 
“Communities Around the World: Learning About People and Places” is 
also supported by the concert. 

On Friday, March 8 we will be hosting our second annual Around the 
World with CET: Cultural Night.  Thanks to our parent and community 
volunteers, twenty-one countries will be represented. Each booth (country) 
will consist of visuals/artifacts, an activity or craft, and a food 

 

http://www.chufsd.org/schools/carrie_e_tompkins_es
http://system10.k12alerts.com/track/link.asp?link=1&ecmp_id=26322&camp_id=29837&c_id=33791609&COMMON_ID=263931


tasting.  Students who attend will be given passports that will be stamped 
at each country they visit.  The evening will end with a fashion show. Last 
year’s event was well-received; we are hoping to have a large turnout 
again. This is a free event and a great way to get to know the families at 
CET! 

Last week we held a PTA Principal’s Coffee on the topic of Mathematics. 
Mrs. Lynch spoke about the standards and curriculum addressing the 
major areas of focus for each grade level. She explained the components 
of a typical math lesson-fluency, application, and problem sets. Mrs. Reich 
explained how Zearn is aligned to Eureka Math, our math program, and 
how it is used as part of classroom instruction.  Ms. Moore highlighted IXL, 
a web-based program that students in grades 2-4 can use to review and 
practice math skills. We videotaped this presentation; it is available on our 
CET homepage or you can click CET Principal's Coffee 02-8-2019. 

Just a reminder to sign up for your Parent Teacher Conference. The link is 
available on our CET homepage. 

Best, 

Kelly 
 

News from the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kerri Bianchi  

As many of you are aware,  the Croton Harmon School District is currently 
in year two of a five year Strategic Coherence Plan.  This Strategic 
Coherence Plan is detailed on our website and connects to all that we are 
working on as a district.  The focus of the Strategic Coherence Plan is on 
the Profile of a Croton-Harmon Graduate.  The Profile of  Croton-Harmon 
Graduate emphasizes the skills that all students need in order to meet with 
success in our constantly changing world.  We believe that all students 
must develop skills in Critical Thinking/Problem Solving, 
Creativity/Innovation, Communication/Collaboration, Flexibility/Adaptability, 
Empathy and Initiative/Self Direction.   

We work very hard to provide our CET students with ample opportunities 
to engage in the development of these essential skills.  Through rigorous 
curriculum and learning opportunities, exposure to STEM/STEAM 
challenges, prioritizing Social-Emotional Learning and allowing students to 
have an active role in the their school and classroom we are setting the 
foundation for our students to meet with success in our world.   

We encourage you to familiarize yourself with the district’s Strategic 
Coherence Plan as well as the Profile of a Graduate and connect your 
child’s school experiences with our goal of creating students who Think, 
Create, Reflect and Respect. 

 

News from Lauren Fitzgerald, School Psychologist  

Spending Quality Time with Your Children 

https://ensemble.lhric.org/Watch/Kt86Wxb2


Planning activities outside of school for your kids is very important whether 
it be for social reasons, cultural reasons, or giving your child the chance to 
experience new things. Some would argue that spending quality family 
time with your children is equally as important as all of those other 
activities that your child takes part in daily. Much of children’s learning 
comes from their interactions with their parents, grandparents, and/or other 
family members and can be built upon by ordinary occurrences in life such 
as daily routines, modeling positive relationships with others, or family 
traditions. It is important that the time you spend with your child is 
meaningful for him or her, but also meaningful to you. Some ideas of ways 
to spend quality family time with your children include: 

• Utilizing “screen time” as a way to research something interesting to 
your child, but also allowing your child to choose something he or 
she may want to teach you 

• Reading with your children (a book of interest to him or her ) and 
then an activity that goes along with the book such as visiting a 
museum about the topic or creating some sort of artwork that 
goes along with the book 

• Taking your child on a nature walk—this gives you time to explore 
the beauty around you, but to also have some one-on-one time 
with your child to facilitate conversation and to share different life 
experiences 

Any activity in which you are engaged in fun with your children is beneficial 
for both you and your child and helps to create memories for your family. 
Over the next week during winter break, I encourage all of you to spend 
quality time with your children and to let them teach you something new!  

 

 News from Patricia Lynch, Math Teacher 

C.E.T. Loves Math! 

The 100 th  day of school is upon us!  Composing and decomposing 100 
objects helps to strengthen number sense.  Equal groups, comparison, 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division conversations arise 
naturally in the lower grades.  In the upper grades, conversations begin to 
turn to fractional proportions, decimals, and percentages out of a group of 
100. 

If you have time during winter break or when spring cleaning, engage your 
child in counting, sorting, dividing, and comparing their collections (toys, 
paper clips, coins, etc.).  Even if you do not have 100 of something, add 
collections together and compare totals.  Collections lend themselves to all 
kinds of math discussions, even skip counting and place value.  

Using mathematical language with your child during play is a great way to 
deepen their understanding.  You could use blocks to make a perimeter 
around a group of stuffed animals and add math concepts into your playful 
discussion.  Whether engaged in play or while traveling in the car, etc., 
consider talking about math concepts or making up story problems for your 



child to solve aloud.  You will be surprised at how your curiosity around 
math influences your child’s curiosity! 

If you would like to view a stellar lesson on counting collections in a 
Kindergarten classroom, follow the link below.  The concepts included in 
the video extend throughout our C.E.T. Math 
Curriculum.  Happy‘100 th  Day of School’ to all and happy counting! 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/skip-counting-with-kindergarteners 
 

CET'S DISNEY NIGHT! 

You’re Invited to CET’s Disney Night! This magical night will take place on 
Wednesday, February 27th from 6 - 8 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room and 
Music Room. 

There will be activities including dancing, crafts, face-painting, a bake sale, 
and more with a special live concert including all your favorite Disney 
music performed by the High school band and 4th grade band! The 
performance in the MPR will be “drive-in style” so feel free to bring 
blankets or lawn chairs! 

Don’t forget to come dressed as your favorite Disney character- Star Wars, 
too! 

$10 per person 

Proceeds help bring the high school band to Walt Disney World next 
February! 

************************************************************************* 

News from CET PTA 

It's only the middle of February, but we're already looking ahead to the 
next school year. We will have lots of roles opening up, including Executive 
Committee positions and behind the scenes options. Reach out if you'd 
like to learn more about how you can be an integral part of helping our kids 
have the best educational experience possible. 

No matter what time of year it is, there are always birthdays to celebrate, 
thank you notes to send, or other times when a handwritten card can make 
someone's day. In March, we'll be launching an exciting new  Greeting 
Card Fundraiser that will help you be prepared for all occasions- stay 
tuned for details of how you can get a beautiful box of 30 cards for $30. 

CET PTA relies on generous contributions of time and money, but there 
are many ways to help just by doing the things you are already doing (like 
shopping online at Amazon, Shutterfly or Oliver's Labels). Find out more 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/skip-counting-with-kindergarteners
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://cet.shutterflystorefront.com/
http://www.oliverslabels.com/cetpta


about these easy fundraising programs that require nothing extra by 
visiting our FUNDRAISING PAGE. 

www.CETPTA.com remains the source for all PTA info. Check it out! 

  IN ADDITION 

Lunch Orders, Changes & Refunds Due Wed Feb 20 

 
CET PTA is offering one last chance to place a new lunch order, request a 
change or increase in quantity, or cancel existing lunch orders for a refund. 
These requests  must be received by February 20, and can be submitted 
online at to  http://CETPTA.com. After February 20, no refund requests or 
new orders will be accepted.  

If you have any questions, contact Joanna Straub, Chair, PTA Lunch 
Program, atCETLunch@gmail.com. 

 

Updating You and Your Child’s Information in the K12 Alerts System  

To be sure we have the most up-to-date information for you and your child, 
you may access K12 Alerts by either logging on to the CET Homepage 
where you will find “Parent Portal/K12Alerts” or by accessing the Croton-
Harmon School District’s Homepage and clicking on “Parent and Resident 
Portal/K12Alerts”. Once you log in to the K-12 Alert System, you will be 
able to make any necessary changes to your or your child’s information. 

If you have any questions please contact Denise Cuomo, 914-271-4793, 
ext. 4200 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/chufsd.org/cet-pta/2015-gift-card-fundraiser?authuser=0
http://www.cetpta.com/
http://cetpta.com/
mailto:CETLunch@gmail.com

